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Dear Parkway Families,
I wanted to send you a letter expressing my sincere thanks for partnering with us as we continue to 
approach many uncertainties related to education, social-emotional well being, safety and stability. I, much 
like all of you, am encountering and experiencing many emotions surrounding societal events that are impacting me 
on both a personal and a professional level. I have always found hope and comfort when surrounding myself with 500 
amazing students and an incredibly talented staff. Although we are apart, I keep all of you close at heart. I hope that 
everyone is able to find some relaxation, comfort and peace this summer while doing things that make you happy and 
bring you joy.

Although I do not have any answers regarding the 2020-2021 school year for you at this time, I wanted to let you know 
that there is nothing more important than the future of your children. I understand that the uncertainty surrounding 
their educational futures lies at the forefront of your concerns. We are all trying to wrap our heads around the new 
normal and we are all grasping to understand a world that has been transformed before our very eyes. Uncertainty can 
be one of the most unpleasant feelings. I want to assure you that we are working diligently to ensure that the students 
are safe and well protected as we examine re-entry options that will ensure your child’s safety. We understand that the 
future of our children should be carefully thought-out and well-planned. We appreciate your patience as we continue to 
look at possibilities related to re-entry plans. 

I think it is also important to remember that if we as adults are having difficulty processing what’s taking place in the 
world, imagine how the students must be feeling. It’s important to continue to maintain a normal daily routine and 
to practice doing healthy things as a family such as meditation, yoga, taking a bike ride, gardening or other mindful 
techniques and strategies to help regulate any anxiety that the children, or you, yourself may be feeling. 

Love, strength and hope will get us through this pandemic. If you or your child would like to reach out to the staff at 
Parkway, please feel free to do so as we are continuing to check our emails over the summer. It was great having the 
opportunity to see so many of you during our end of the school year parade. And, I want you to know that we cannot 
wait to see your family when school reopens. If there’s anything that I can do to help you support you or your family now 
or in the future, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me via email or by phone. 

I am sending lots of air hugs and positive thoughts your way for both a terrific summer and a good start to the school 
year whether it be face-to-face, virtual or a blended format. Your family at Parkway misses you!

Sincerely,

Dr. Haydee Smith
haydee.smith@glendale.k12.wi.us
414-351-7160 ext. 2
414-217-5199 
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